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Goetic Divination 
‘Linvoke thee Typhon Sex, I perform thy ceremonies of divination." 


Goetic magic has had 2 bad press from the urban literati of 
the Classical world up to the present day. In reality it is derived 
from ancient methods of working with spirits which were part of 
‘popular’ religion and magic and are deserving of reappraisal, The 
well informed reader will be aware that feom the more primal and 
traditional perspectives all magic and divination involves the actions 
of gods or spirits. Additionally the term goeta Is anclent Greek and 

* applies co a great many varieties of magical work Including divination, 
particularly ~ but not exclusively ~ necromantic divination, The 
purpore of this essay is to detail working with goctle methods of 
divination, The terms used assume that the operator is working with 
the Tiwe Grimoire: has the magical means to communicate with the 
spirit Seitlin, and a standing agreement with divining spirits from the 
atimoite, such as Nebitos, Klepoth and others. The Instructions also 
{nyolve the assumption that you have already formed the necessary 
tolationships with spirits, The methods are readily adaptable 10 

me where an emphasis on spirit work is present or desired. 

Many of these divination methods resemble ‘vulgar fortune 

telling’ and might be considered ‘New Age’. To be honest I do walk 
past the Mind, Body and Spirit shelves in bookshops with a superior 
air myself on occasion, but some of what passes for New Age, like 

Spiritualism before it, provokes reactions from ritual magicians 

thar can be a litde short sighted. The original Theurgiets employed 

something very like dances, and the Chaldean Oracles wete very 

likely dictated by something not too different from ‘channelling 

cor obtained via « divining technique. The protocols and procedures 
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of ritual magic make these methods absolutely valid and workabl 
rather than inferior to what modern magicians may imagine they're 
meant 10 be doing. Indeed when it comes to communicating with 
spirits they are invaluable, and much more dependable than hoping 
the «piri talks to you directly, a faily rare occurrence for most of 

‘The methods in this booklet are designed to work well together, 
as It is often difficult to know which divination method a spit will 
prefcr, and some questions require more than one for a full anewer. It 
\s therefore good practice on some occasions to be equipped for more 
than one method of divination. 


Pendulum divination 


This sa very ancient method, being known in ancient Rome and 
probably long before. The following description Is from an account 
cof « Roman tral: "We constructed from laurel rods small table 
the form of the Delphic tripod. We consecrated it with cryptic spells 
snd many magical rites until Je was ready for us. Ie worked in the 
following way: when we wished to consult i about hidden matters it 
wav placed in the centre of «room previously perfumed with incenses 
from Arabla, and upon it was placed circular bow! made from an 
alloy ofthe planetary metals. The rim was cunningly engraved with 
the twentyfour lerers of the alphabet evenly divided at Intervals 
The divine dremed in linen garments and wore linen sandals, with 
1 wreath upon his head and bearing grcen twigs from a fortunate 
tice in his hand. After uttering « set prayer to invoke the divine 
power which presides over prophcey, he took his position above the 
tripod as his knowledge of the proper ritual had taught him, and set 
swinging a consecrated ring suspended by a very fine cotton thread. 
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‘The ring, moving ina series of jumps over the matked spaces, came to 
rest on particular letters, which made up hexameters appropriate to 
the questions put and in perfect scansion and rhythm, like the lines 
produced at Delphi or by the oracle of the Branchida 

‘This isa very interesting account, containing lots of ill 
detail, Constructing the tripod from laurel twigs is a classle example 
‘of Sympathia in action. The dish and letters is fascinating precedent 
for ‘Ouija boards’ ete, while the extensive use of ritual formulae to 
prepare the equipment obviouly deals with the objections to such by 
ritual magicians, The ‘divine power’ is almost certainly Apollo, and 
‘ts Interesting that the priest wears ‘linen sandals (Egyptian priests 

* wore bark sandal). Also interesting is that the oracle was given in 
verse, contrary t0 the idea we get from Plutarch that poetic oracler 
hhad dled out. This detail shows there diviners were not dilecantes 
but experts in a long established tradition. A famous hydeomantic 

‘also describes similar metrical respons 

Many years ago I came up with something very similar to the 
above (though oblivious of the precedent at the time). A long period 
(of semistability in my life had ended, and I was unsure where I 
would be living next, as were those I lived with, so T constructed an 
‘oracle as follows. One large bow! with its rim marked with letters, 
‘one pendulum (2 tring’ I belleve «I certainly had magical 
tings atthe time), one wax sig of Astaroth in the bowl, to wh 
added a solution of live yeast (water to which blood was added 
ancient equivalent), 

Making my incantation we proceeded to question the spirit. 
‘Among the details which emerged was a highly accurate description 
of the place we all ended up in « month or so later, in another part of 
the country at place none of us had previously visited. 

Nowadays most of my pendulum work takes one of two form 

3 


‘operation from antiqul 


none 


One is t0 simply ask questions of the spirit after conjuring, usually» 
"written lise with 2 semblogical sequence worked out in advance, with, 
branches leading off from the questions depending on Y/N answers 
received. The second - which also involves predetermined questions 
= 1s 10 use a circle of letters 40 the spirit can spell things out in more 
detail, The onder of letters is ALWHSDOZKVGRCNYJUFQBMXITER, 
tas this is the order of the alphabet { use i qaballistic aspects of ry 
ork, which extends to ritual construction for work with the same 
spine 


‘With the fit method the procedure is simple enough: firstly 1 
recite the conjuration of Scilin seven times, counting on my fingers 


HELOY TAU VARAFPANTHON HOMINORCUM, ELEMIATIH, 
SERUGEATH, AGLA, ON, TETRAGRAMMATON KAS-ALHI. 


“This generally gets the pendulum revolving clockwise but just 

«to be sure I stop it and atk Scielin, att thou present” This has never 
failed to get clockwise rotation in responwe. Next I greet him with 
2 scatement of ‘belief ‘Do what shou wilt shall be the whole of the 
Law’ (equally suecinet statements enist for Christians, Muslims ete. 
‘bu these spirits have made clear they want me to work within my own 
‘religion’), again the clockwise rotation, assenting to the Law. 1 use 
this same method with any Verum spirit | do pendulum work with; 
ven though it has become a formality with Scirlin he appreciates 
‘tual as an offering 0 the effort de not wasted. 

Sctlin has also added a feature tothe technique: I often work in 
front of «lange shrine made from cupboard (or dress) with shelves 
shore carrying the images and spirit pots, and a two door storage 
space beneath, When 1 ask questions which could be answered with 
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spirit concerned. 

With the sccond method, wsing the circle of letters some 
questions can still be answered Y/N so as I don’r lke the ides of 
having "Yes" and ‘No’ positions on the circle, I have a consecrated 
1904 penny to resolve any questions requiring a Y/N answer during 
the conversation. The spirits sigil is drawn in the middle of the 
circle, This ls oceasionally drawn in blood, although I haven't found 


the spirits particularly interested in this, they can ‘get oli school” 
from time to time. On such occasions the circle is drawn on paper, 
tw he burned afterwards, other times the mote permanent blackboard 
4s used. 

Ifa more permanent board is preferred it should be purified and 
consecrated in the usual fashion (this requires repetition periodically) 
and is bese kept wrapped in a suitable cloth, be it silk or linen. The 
syil ean sill be osed, simply write it on a separate piece of paper oF 
other material and place it centrally upon the board. 


Astragals 


Divination by knuckle bones known as astragals - which in time 
were replaced by dice ~ is known to us from the Grecks, although 
thete may be Egyptian connections. My guess is that in anctent times 
divinatory dice were obtained from the remains of sacificls 
The best throw was when all the dice showed different numbers 
(called Aphrodite or in Latin ‘the throw of Venus’); the worst throw 
was when all were the same (called tues or canis, the dos). This 
may involve syncretiam; when Socrates swore by the dog ~ at he did 
‘when asserting something was true - he meant Anubis, This god has 
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various connections with truth, for example his Judgement Hall role 
Included truth telling. At the same time being in the Underworld n't 
necessarily the most fortunate of states, hence the pouible meaning 
here. Venus on the other hand isa forrunate planet, and the role of 
the goddess is/was life affirming. In the method described below, 
Using three dice, not all triples are unfortunate, but those that are 
reinforce the general meaning. 


The outlines of the method to be given here were published 
{in the 1930s, taught the author by 2 Welsh magician whose likely 
entity { have been able to ascertain. It is interesting in that it 
Includes an incantation with Greek-ish pronunciation, and resembles 
some incantations related to spitit of the True Gus 


ve seen 
other astragals methous omitting the incantation that are plainly 
eperddent on this one, as well as others that aren't. 
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In its simplest form the method describal here requires: three 
dice, chalk, board or table on which to draw circles and other symbols, 
and a disk or bowl of seven inches diameter to assist you in drawing a 
seven inch circle (a Hydromantic bow! of the required size is an ideal 
tool for the purpose). These tools should either be kept consecrated 
and set apart or you may perform the standard consceration of the 
Instruments before you begin. 

Alternatively a permanent board may be made, with a circle of 
the required size; letters around the outside of the circle permit this 
to double up with pendulum work, With some sligh ents to 
the technique described below, « flatish howl of the required size 
may be used instead of a board. Such a bowl, Hf marked with letters 
around the tnside rim, ean be used for all three methods described 


in this booklet. 
Heryp 
at 0 Repth 
recede the operation with pendulum work with Scitin with his 


Incantation and offering, asking him to “bring in’ Klepoth, Add the 
‘gil of Klepoth to the middle of the cicle, recite her conjuration and 
make an offering of incense ‘to the name and in honour of Klepoth’ 
after the incantation. Ask her (ot Scislin) if she és present and happy 
to work with you giving true answers. 

Then, shaking three dice in 2 dicecup say slowly and 
distinctly: 


ADA - ADA - 10 ADA DIO. 


Abalara. Alvlaten €€-0..alsdar... dees) 


Shake the dice out over a circle drawn on 


le or consecrated 


“blackboard! in white chalky alternatively use a more permanent board 


as discussed. 


Uppermost poi 
‘The following summarises the meaning of the number range: 


18 = the matter ired of will be successful, 
produtne of pnd Be conceal wil ores coat 
Shee. 


17 = changes may occur bur the end of the matter wall bet your 
sadvantage 


16 = 2 journey will ke mace In conection with the matter, and 
Inappiness wil resol. 


15 ~ tube will este and the thing should only be done with 
teat caution. If thre ives pve thi total the meaning is the same 
with added empha 

4+ the matter will be aa bya new fend. 

13 = on no account proceed. There wil be otrow frm thie 

{2 the mates reshed by a message soon to arte 

‘The outcome Indicated ls unsally poor if theee fours give 
this total, 

11+ the matter le affected bya parting from one you cae foe. 


10+ anew deparareo hth fe he mater and 
await the evidences of this, poe 


9 = marrage ln your ence affect the Jove, harmon 
9 marae in you smarter % 


8 ~ expect external eriticiam, interference and repwoach if you 
‘proceed in this mater. 


1+ dilfcltes and pony wl likely incerfere wit the mate. 
* 


re counted and totalled, then Interpreted, 


66> you will suffer alos in thi connection, wore if thee twos, 


'5 = the question ls affected by a presently unknown penor 
auiutance. 


44+ unpleasinincs will eal from any purslt ofthe matter. 


3+ uncxpectad but frreurable developments almost at once. 
Any dice rolling outside the circle indicate various results: 


1. whatever the numberof points, the matter can onlybe cari 
‘out with difficley, 


2a great quarrel affects the matter. 


43 th wish wil ely be grant the enquirer bat wil rove an 
Erotica meebo 


Generally this will not form a part of divination where the dice 
are thrown into the fla bow. 

A more complex analysis can be obtained by a second throw 
ter dividing the cltele = complete with underlying sigil = into the 
12 astrological houses. 

A uable of meanings follows 
Astology: 
Inclusive of magical processes than more modern Western astrology. 

Since there is a lot in the House Schema that involves which 
House is opposite which in the Circular arrangement they ate arranged 
here in two columns; so you can see the polar opposites at 2 lance. 
Anclent House titles indicating the general nature of the Houses are 
In bold type. 


derives from Hellenistic 
will be noticed that these ancient meanings ate more 


VIL Marsage:slanonships with 
thers connocted the queen. 


Tey also bo, pune or brew 
‘The next I? moathe 


TE Lhelihood: proper parincnhin, 
Untners Alo Gate of Hes through 
the Vil 


Vill Death wal, pent, 


Te Trrek sho God Sonh 
Feri ave, beef fom 


Aivina 
romineat persons, elton, 


Sho wean at concer chide and 
‘eatenge pate (hough realm 


Ni. Goad Delmon rcs bopen 
tif, cakien, tel pero, 
teccmrlshment. 

i Bed Daesonsenmly,foreen 
‘country fos uf freedom. lls 
Sener cout ay five 


VChikiver viv good fortune 
eedship, matters goeton 
Veron 

Vi. Bad fortune, linen omy 
Anfirmiy Service: Mare 


6 point inascctorshow the matter eacerned ofandits outcome 
re good to the exten nwoivng that secon. 


Sipohnns lan recuse sisney so favourably and the 
outcome Involves a friend. ~ 


“point in a recor: the things indicated by the sector wil fer, 
3 points in a sector: show some surprisingly goed results, 


2 points ina sector favourable outcomes of mates inated by 
the sector depend entitelyon an alence of uarel. 


1 point in a sector: shows that communications concerning the 
mattersof the sctor will reveal the posites 


0 


‘The meaning is then surmised from combining the meanings of 
the points rotal and theit positions 

Additional rates: wo dice in a sector may be resolved by taking 
the lower number from the higher; three dice ina sector are resolved, 
bby the middle one; two or three show the sector has great importance 
in the matte 


Hydromancy 


In the great source book of Renaissance magic, The Thvee Books 
‘of Occult Philosophy of Cornelius Agrippa, we are informed that 
Divination by Water is called Hydromancy, much as Divination by 
Earthiscalled Geomancy,and soon. Water divination or Hydromancy 
divination which: ‘doth perform its presages by the Impresions of 
water, theie ebbing and flowing, thelt increases, and depressions thelt 
tempeats, and colours, and the like; to which also are added visions, 
which are made in the waters". In the method of the True Grimoire the * 
spirits of the Grimoire are employed to activate spells involving their 
area of expertise, Following this method, any and all forme of water 
divination Involve the participation of, and can be activated by the 
spirit Elelogap, Two traditional methods of Hydromancy ate in fact 
included in the Grimoire, 

“Vessel Divination’ ~ gazing into a bow! of water instead of 
«crystal ball to induce visions of spirits - ls the classic form of 
divination from ancient Egypt, Greece and Rome, continuing on into 
the medieval period. The modern operator should consider the use of 
differing types of water as traditionally employed: ‘Rainwater If you 
are calling upon heavenly gods, seawater if gods of the earth, river 
‘water if Osiris or Sarapis, spring water if the dead’. Seawater also. 
4 relationship with Set. Extensive details are given on this technique 
in the Art Amadel chapter of my Trxe Grimoite, 
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Hydromantic divination should be prepared in a similar way 
to conventional conjurations. The same Is true to a degree of all 
divination methods described here; at very least » preliminary 
Incantation eliciting ald from 2 spirit should be employed. 

‘These preparations Include prayers for success on rising and 
during the stages of the day (thcoretically dawn, noon, sunset and 
midnight). Washing thoroughly with magically prepared water is also 
recommended, a4 is preparation of the place of working. If necessary 
these procedures can be found detailed in the Tree Grimaire; other 
ores, derived from the papyt 
Equinox BJoT VIZ, 


Sigil of Ke 


Prepare your bow! and your water acconding to the processes 
of the grimoire presctibed for magical equipment. Procced to make 
snd thea, 
to the particular splet you wish to consult ~ for example Nebiros or 


im Incense offering and conjuration addressed to Sciti 


Klepoth. Sit comfortably = perhaps with the bowl on a low table or 
in your lap = and spend at least half an hour simply gating. Do not 
state rgldly at the surface, but let your eyes be lost in the depths of 
the water, You ean repeat a conjuration or request ro the spirit quietly 
during this time, as many times as you wish, 


Many forms of hydromancy are known, and ate frequently 
ansociated with standing water, such as holy wells and springs. Often 
ansoclated with these sites are very similar methods to those employed 
with vessel divination, and in al likelihood these are the alder forms. 
It 6 almost needless to say that these springs were often sstociated 
with a spirie (4uch as a nymph of undine) who was the source of the 
answers given 

While there are several methods of hyromancy the visionary 
form has high prestige and isa very ancient form of divination. When 
performed at « natural water source t \s very likely the most ancient 
of all, and certainly the oldest form of hydromancy. The method of 
divination by water has been attributed wo the ancient Greek se 


sxod Nercus, and divination certainly was extensively ansociated with 
‘marine delties; but the method very likely precedes even Greek religion 
18 we know It. From remote antiquity these methods are associated 
‘with moonlit nights. Catching the reflection of the Moon to brighten 
the water and endow it with power is a common clement of the most 


ancient forms 

Cornelius Agrippa mentions « classical account of divination 
ln use In Asla Minor: child seer foretold all the events of the wars 
‘of Mithridates with the Romans. His source was a Roman account of 
the same event, which varies in some significant details: ‘when the 
Inhabitants of Tralles were making inquiries by 2 magical process 
In regard to the issue of the Mithridatie War, boy, who was gating 
upon the reflection of « statue of Mercury in the water, uttered 2 
prophecy of the future in a hundred and sixty metrical lines’. The 
perceived image was 4 teflection of a cult image; underscood as a 
magical linking with the god. When the Delphic Pythaness chewed 
lurel leaves the Intention was also » sympathetic link with the god 
Apollo whose sacred trce is the bay laurel. 
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Agrippa also relates that Numa, 2 legendary Kine of Rome, 
practiced Hydromancy, and ‘tn the water he called up the gods, and 
learned of them things to come’. Many references to gods invoked in 
«8 vessel of water, some of whom deliver predictions in verses, are alto 
found in the Magical Papyri. 

As Aarippa's opening words sugsest, the earliest form of 
Hydromancy consisted of watching water in nature, for ins 
by quietly watching « flowing river, or a still pool, be it bright oF 
th. This ls a very powerful method, well worth pursuing if Ife 
permits recourse to nature, though persistence and time will also be 
required. 

Although usually associated with crystal gasing, the often heard 
tetm ‘skrying ref Wy method of inducing clairvoyance by gating 
1c, Gating at a natural body of water is probably 
Hf not all, skaying methods humanity 
|. Ie ls for this reason that other skrying methods 
will benefit from any effort made with the primeval origin of them 
all, In addition this will enhance your relationship with Elelogs 
hhofore you settle down to using one or more of the more ‘convenient’ 
techniques, some of which are described below. 

Since skrying ls in esence watery even when using a crystal of 
‘mirror in place of « pool. ie is equally appropriate to involve Elelogayy 
In these operations. In such cases use of water to purify the skrying 
tool in advance, perhaps in the form of an infusion of mugwort, will 
be particularly appropriate. 

When Agrippa mentions ‘obtaining visions’ he refers to 
divination In a cup oF bowl, « widely used method of which many 
examples are (0 be found. These examples include » great mat 
‘rituals and spells in the Magical Papyri, as well as Tater raditions in 
Europe and the New World. The reflection of the statue of Mercury 
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‘equates with gods and spitits of various cultures who ate associated 
with divination, which may be seen in the water or simply Invoked 
(or assistance. Following on from this, Elelopap can be conjured for 
auslstance in the preparation of the water. He is not himvelf directly 
concerned with divination, for which other spirits have responsibility, 
[nis expertise assists the work by charging the water with magical 
power, whereby a spirit of divination can reside in it. There are many 
‘auch spirits in the hierarchy of the True Grimoire. For necromantic 
divination using spring water, as in the Divination by the Word of Uriel, 
there is no better spit than Nebiros. In heavenly 
river visions, and among the others are many revealers of secret 


Other techniques 


Many methods of divination ina cup or bowl require an 
ditional substance besides water. In the classical methods this is 
nerally olive of another natural oll, other substances Include the 
yoke of an egg, wax, and molten lead. Oil forms patterns when east In 
‘cold water, which may be examined and interpreted according to the 
diviners intuition. Wax and molten lead is interpreted according 10 
‘shapes formed upon cooling, and also by the sounds produced, The 
yoke of an egg is interpreted according to its behaviour in the water, 
‘uch as floating or sinking, and other indications, and &s one of the 
forms of Hydromancy that appeats in the True Grimoire 

An ancient variant on the above methods is pouring vinegar and 
oll into the same glass and watching their movements; chi isa form 
cof hydromancy that probably originated in Mesopotamia, and found 
{te way into Greck magical practice. Divination where the forms made 
Interpreted is known as Ceromancy. The 
basle procedure is very simple, though requiring some care, Let your 


1s 


ater, Klepoth 


wax be first melted completely and the liquid carefully poured into 
4 vevsel of water, a8 cold as possible. On cantace with the water the 
wax will harden into shapes, Leave time for the wax to harden fully 
before removing for closer examination. The shapes themselves, and 
ppethaps the number of shapes formed, are the key to your augury: 
A flower shaped speay oF “fountain’ assures a good outcome, In this 
cae retain the hardened wax shape as a charm, for example wrapped 
{in ted cloth such as flannel and worn around the neck. A long 
saring or ‘river’ shape is a bad omen, and in such cases water, wx 
and all should be ritually disposed of. Some vuggest casting It into 
fr throwing them on the doorstep of an enemy, A very 
tradisional disposal site i at» crossroads; however the best adv 
to be obtained from spirit. Note how the two most basic 
shapes are named after water sources. Incidentally, like the easting of 
the stones, the sounds made by the wax contacting the water are also 
‘open to Interpretation by the diviner. 

‘Another method employs a ring hanging by astring: this (dipped 
{nto a vessel of water which is then shaken. The numberof times which 
the ting strikes the sides of the vessel is then interpreted acconding to 
‘numerologicalassociations, This method isnot particularlycompatible 
with the other procedures and equipment described here, but is worth 
Knowing about just the same. Its combination of « pendulum and 
water divination is 4 helpful onc; another such combination will be 
discussed in the chapter on pendulum divination. 

‘With this, as with the other Hydromantic methods, precede your 
Uivination with 2 spell addressed to Elelogap and such other spirits 
1s you wish to consult. Others might include spirits under whore 
Jurisdiction other elements of the method are found. For example, if 
any herbs are Involved, invoke the spirit Heramael for asslstance. 


More on Vessel Divination 


Divination with water and oil ina bow! is termed Lecanomancy, 
from the Greck, ‘lecane’, a bowl. Hydromancy with » bow! and the 
practice of Necromancy are closely related. When spring watcr is uscd 
Wt almost invariably indicates this connection isn force. Essentially 
the technique consists of evoking a spirit or spirits by means of 
Incantations, and gating into a bow! of water, generally after adding 
pure oll to its surface, in onder to obtain visions. These vislons 
traditionally are of two main kinds, either writing on the surface, 
‘often reversed as In « mirror, oF 2 seies of visions of gods or spitits. 

+ The second of these isthe older, and the most interesting, one of the 
most enduring features of the magical arts throughout many different 
cultures and ages. 

The ancient forms of the technique generally involve an, 
intermediary spirit who brings in such spirits as are required. In 
Egypt this intermediary was usually Anubis, while In Asia Minor t 
tame role was attributed to Mercury of Hermes, with whom In any 
cave Anubis was associated in the relevant petiod. The most suitable 
intermediary spieit for goctie workings of this type would obviously 
be Seilin from the True Gr 

Hydromantic operations wete cither undertaken by a solo 
imanician of a seer and conjuret in tandem. The rites were often 
performed at the Full Moon. Incense was 4 very frequent adjunet, 
fon occasion Involving vegetable drugs, although the species of 
frankincense in use at the time was also peychotropic. Other uses of 
plants were as sympathetic links with various gods, both the narcisnis 
1nd the hyacinth were prominent; these could actualy be added to the 
water. Mugwort, which has a formidable reputation in the grimoites 
and allied traditions, would be a very appropriate and suitable plant 
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for modern uscs. 

In the Tine Grimoite the magician makes offerings to exch spirit 
ppeats:'T burn this incense in the name of, and to the honour 
of N’. This making of offerings would also account for the importance 
of the incense burner In these operations. Selection of appropriate 
Incenses for other purposes within the rite could involve sympathetic 
magic, oF the ‘Doctrine of Signatures’, ax well as the association of 
particular plants and substances with particular gods or religious 
tees 

‘The addition of magical plants and all othe 
‘employed. Indced it s not inappropriate that alongside the visionary 
method, other hydromantic techniques pla 
Magical stones were als traditionally added 0 
particulaty bright stones which increased the brightness of the light 
reflected, On the subject of stones, another form of Hydromancy 
Aivines from the ripples, oF even the sounds, made by casting three 
stones into a bowl or pool. If the casting of the stone producer a 
bubble, the omen is good, if accompanied by « guraling noise this 
omen Is strongly reinforced, but if neither results the indication 
negative. Means of preparation and reinforcing this method have 
‘uch in common with the visionary form. In particular both involve 
the conjuration of  spitt oF spiita. Some versions suggest the theve 
‘stones be round, triangular and square, to be east in that sequence. 

‘The wse of appropriate precious stones, perhaps marked with 
tigils, and other lore regaeding stones employed in the visionary 
form are all equally appropeiate to this method, A method known 
1s ‘ithomaney’ meaning divination by stones may also be added, 
although this is usually an adjunet of pyromancy, the stoncs being 
arranged around » candle or lamp, the use of stones in hydromancy Is 
s0 traditional it may readily be transferred to this use, The signe are 
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supplied by a set of precious stones or suitable substitutes of several 
‘colours: whichever reflects th 


the most or the first supplies the 
‘omen. Ifa blue stone isthe brightest it isa fortunate sign, signifying 
ood fortune arriving speedily, brightness in a black oF gray stone 
Indicates the reverse. Ifa yellow stone, then the omen Is bd, 
sigoifying a betrayal of trust is imminent; green is fortunate, showing. 
‘wish is soon to be realized, while purple shows that unhappiness Is 
s00m to visit, Red Indicates good fortune in love or marriage, 
‘Regarding such arts itis perhaps litcle known that the deseription 
of Gasp In the Goetit of Solomon the King is far shorter than the 
corresponding entry in Welr and Scot. Among the information 


+ onuitted by the former source is the followings "There were certain 
ecromancers that offered sacrifices and burnt offerings tnto him 
and to all him up, they excreised an art, saying thar Solomon the 
‘wise made It, This art is very likely to be, or at least include, the att 
of Hlydromancy for necromantic purposes. This is ali the more likely 
‘4 Gaap ls able to answer ‘truly and perfectly of things present, past, & 


to.come’she le also able to delive familiar splits, even thote currently 
This is particularly significant, ws familiar 
spirits were frequently associated im this period with ceremonial 
skrying, whether in an illuminated phial of spring water or within a 
crystal. That Garp, alias Elelogap, is credited with divinatory power 
should be interpreted along the lines suacested earlier; he enables the 
process through other spirits rather than directly participating. 

(On a practical level there ate vatious adjuncts which may assist 
the operator. These include ‘magical shopping’: should there be 
tno aprings in your locality, bottled spring water of the best quality 
available can be obssined from stores. To accentuate the link with 
anclent practice you can also consider buying the ingredients for home 
made ‘natron’, in the form of "Washing Soda’ (Sodium Bicarbonate) 
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serving some other sorcen 


tnd Bicarbonate of Soda. Mix these evenly, conscerate and store In 
1 pure vessel. This can subsequently be used in place of salt as 
purifying agent for the skrying equipment, or to make a circle around 
the divining equipment and in other ways. 


‘Other adjuncts include magical images, for example of Hermes 
fr Anubis, positioned in such a way 28 10 catch theit reflection in the 
water of the vessel. Ax mentioned above, precious or sparkling stones 


ray also be used: one of the traditional stones isthe ‘hyacinth’, and 
the plant of the same name Is also associated with vessel divination. 
Such stones may be placed in the vessel from the start to increase the 
brightness of the water, or added in sequence, watching the ripples 
for signs, These might inelude different sounds, such as whistlings 
the way the stone descends through the vestel: the number or form 
of the ripples. All these are found associated with standing ws 
well as with divination with a bowl or cup. Another such adjuncts 
watching for changes in the face of a reflected Image (for example a 
smile oF frown) and so forth. All these are as much part of vessel 
divination as the mote demanding process of skrying, and may be 
combined with it or employed separately, 

Another method of reinforcing your endeavours in water 
divination Is the use of talismans. These need not be copied straight 
from the Key of Solomon, but can be tailored to your ritual and the 
spleits oF gods concerned. In the classical period the cup bearer of the 
souls, Ganymede, wasassociated with vessel divination or very obvious 
reasons. The fashion for comparing the nations of different cultures 
at the time led to hies being linked with the Egyptian water god Hapl. 
Following such precedents in the Renaissance period, Catherine de 
Medict's talisman for inducing visionary abilities had the eagle of Zeus 
that carried off Ganymede and 2 picture of an Anubis headed spirit 
‘on one side, along with appropetate magical symbols and inscriptions. 
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Such eclecticism might not be everyone's taste, although traditional 
‘enough, but the Judaco-Christian grimoires are not to be preferred 
{for a ‘consistency’ they do not realy possess. Careful consideration is 
often the best route, and consistency should arise from the direction 
of your work, not mere copying. 

Various magical plants can be added to the water to endow it 
with magical power by ‘Sympathy’ with the spirit concerned, Asalready 
mentioned one of these plants was the hyacinth, and its associations 
are very relevant to the ideas involved. As well as being the name 
of a stone and a plant is wat also the mame of # youth beloved by 
Apollo, who was of course an oracular god. The godless Persephone 

« wears the hyacinth and was picking them when she was abducted by 
Hindes, Curiously enough the same story is told of Europa when Zeus 
abducted her. It is frequently depicted on ancient tombstones and 
forms part of Greek and Egyptian funeral wreaths. Hades himself was 
slo honoured with garlands of hyacinth, and it grows in the Isles of 


the Blessed; the home of herocs where itis always spring. Naturally 
cnough sch heroes were also commonly associated with oracles, Such 
fatlanule were also connected with the rites of Eleusly In honour of 


Demeter as well as her daughter, and it ls mentioned in the Homeric 
Hymn in her honour. Its also mentioned in the Eighth Book of Moses 
(ee POM XiIl 23.29 and 355). Its lunar and chthonic associations 
are also found in 12th Century grimoires and astrological codices. In 
addition it is probably also the ‘Anubis plant’ mentioned in relation 
ty vessel divination in the Demotie papyrt. 

The water should be as brightly lit as possible, typically with, 
4 candle of burning torch on either side, This is a very common 
‘adjunct to the process, and the lights are often specially prepared. 
It is also highly traditional to add blood to the surface of the water 
If the purpose is necromantic, on other occasions cil is frequently 
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‘employed, as isink. Some spirits do not approve of the use of blood, ot 
prefer it to be kept for special cccasions, and this may be ascertained 
by means of pendulum divination if necessary. 

Preceding the divination with invocations to Anubis is highly 
traditional, and his equivalent in the True Grimoire, Nebiros, is well 
sulted to necromantic applications of the method, Klepoth is another 
spirit with whom this method ls appropriate, and necromancy need 
‘not be involved when working with her. As always the appropriate 
conjurations and offerings should be employed, beginning with the 
conjuration of Sctlin, 

Most importantly however the preparation for vision should 
Include persistence, as few of us ate likely to succeed at the first 
tty. There ate definite "knacks' to success, and nothing succeeds Itke 
continued effort. I have found the ideal time to be « quiet point 
in the evening, with minimal distractions in advance; working on 


‘waning moon can also be vseful. Progress can appear to be slow, but 
do not let the anxiety disturb the process. The conscious mind may 
be unaware of developments for some time. In facta likely side effect 
‘of peralatent work is spirits attempting to contact you in sleep and in 
other ways If you are alert to this you may find that skrying is simply 
4 useful exercise to developing other skills, Remember always that 
‘no single method of divination works with all spirits, let alone all 
ruagicians, Often, in complex workings or when working with a spirit 
{or the first time, it t'a good idea to have three oF more divination 
tools available; the magician can then ascertain the most suitable or 
move from one to another a¢ required. 

‘This examination of goetic divination should not be taken a8 
exhaustive, Any and all methods of divination can be adapted to 
Include the agency of spirits. Ancient Greck astrologers used to write 
1 short Invoratory formula to the Goddess Tyche at the top of thelr 
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charts, while Golden Dawn and Thelemic magicians often invoke the 
“Great Angel Heu' to assist in Tarot readings, as well as invoking the 
appropriate clemental spirit for geomantic questions, Nevertheless, 
the methods described in this booklet ate particularly well suited t0 
work with goetle spirits; ualike geomancy and astrology they may he 
readily employed in rituals of evocation, as well as separately. With 
the possible exception of pendulum divination all three methods 
hhave been neglected for too long, they are highly traditional and very 
effective means of spirit eommunteation, 
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About the Spirit Work Series 


‘This series of booklew ts intended as an introduction to working 
with spirits, particularly chose of the True Grimoire. This once famous 
Grimoire, unel recently much neglected and undervalued, one of 
the few surviving links in the West to an all butlost tradition, Under a 
thin veneer of terminology borrowed from iss enemies, the Inqulsition 


and thote of mised African, Amerindian and European origin in the 
‘Americas. The view of he spirie is generally respectful, andthe company 
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‘of some of them is distincely encouraged and welcomed. The existence 
fifi, "han or eve Rowe ig rccognisad bue others 
have simply been unjustly ‘in Western cultural context, 
‘The Grimoire, while masking inelf asa handbook for controlling the 
former, Is in reality far broader in is scope and involves both, a dil 
les ancient predecessors price to the demonisation of magic nd the 
eiltler with which te deals 


‘The sipposed “demons of the True Grimoire consist in reality 
of n wide range of spirit trex principally Elementals and Nature 
‘pfs Nord thes it fc acon wih the rome pire oar 
atin agi, acu in lation Elements hel nur 
far more in accord with the view of the late pagan philosophers, and 
thelr inerpreraion ofthe gods neal spur of de radu with whlch 


Ter ce 


1 Weerm Grimoire underies the fori of opi descrited in this 
terles eat care should be taken in adapeing Orimotre mates or 
the wih ths approach. 

‘On the other hard, this tradition has much common ground 
with many texditions ouside the Western miles. Ae well at the 
ning ‘Traditions mentioned eatie, materials fom ancient Greck 
sind Brypelan sources willbe found to be particulary compatitte, The 
Telationship of thene material with the ater Grimaltes provide useful 
rapa tls macs hes wht es period in encom Eee techs 
empathy ds ‘sth the late period in anclent Eyre tno 
tmuther slgnifcane advantage. This period war chat ofthe emergence 
1S forme wns dbo Chttan the nding pl soph, mavl 
tt forms wos ao Chiltan ling philosophical, 
dnd astrological Meas from various sources, This magick oy 
Sombre by madkrn Gnas ofthonver eligita so ong 26 che 
Spirit approach is embeaced in return. 


